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Descriptive Note: 
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Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable 
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SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The book entitled Surfer Meat is classified as: 

Objectionable. 

The book has been given this classification because it promotes and supports the 
exploitation of children or young persons for sexual purposes. The book contains 
descriptions of a 16 year old boy being sold to an adult male for the purposes of sexual 
conduct and humiliation. The man ties and binds the boy before performing fellatio on 
him. He then digitally penetrates the boy’s anus and presents the finger to the boy to 
suck. The boy is described as willing to participate in the sexual activity and more 
violent sexual activity that the book suggests at its conclusion. These direct and explicit 
descriptions of sexual activity with young people in a book which is designed to sexually 
arouse the reader are of such strength that the Classification Office finds the availability 
of the publication is likely to be injurious to the public good. In these descriptions it is 
considered that the publication does promote and support the exploitation of young 
persons for sexual purposes by presenting as sexually arousing for the reader a young 
teenage man engaged in sexual activity and as being desirous of such sexual activity. 

Section 14 of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 (NZBR Act) does not apply to this 
publication because it has been determined that s3(2) of the Films, Videos, and 
Publications Classification Act 1993 applies. This provision overrides the NZBR Act 
because it is a deeming provision which cannot be given a meaning that is consistent 
with the rights and freedoms of the NZBR Act. 
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